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in grant-aided secondary schools was 94,000; in 1910, it was
156,000; in 1914 it was about 200,000. Though these figures
were afterwards greatly exceeded in the secondary education
boom produced by the war, they represented at the time a long
step towards remedying England's most obvious weakness—her
dearth of higher-educated personnel. Ability, too, was recruited
more widely. In 1906 the liberal government started a policy
leading to a great extension of scholarships. It offered an
additional grant to secondary schools which gave 25 per
cent, 'free places*. The effects of this were increasingly felt from
1907.
The smaller historic grammar schools up and down the
country, most of which from about 1890 had been modernized
under the influence of the Technical Instruction Act, came after
1902 fully under the local authorities' umbrella as secondary
schools. So did some of the larger ones, which had hitherto been
members of the Headmasters' Conference; and questions of
educational autonomy were raised, which led for a time to their
being separated from it. The great non-local public schools,
which formed the bulk of the conference, did not accept financial
aid from public authorities. But they were not injured by the
new competition; rather, they benefited by the educational
boom; and this was the beginning for them of a period of
unexampled prosperity.
The universities went similarly ahead. At Oxford the appoint-
ment (1907) of Lord Curzon as chancellor proved helpful to
academic reform, in which he took a personal interest; Gam-
bridge also made progressive changes. Both universities steadily
increased the scope and variety of their provision for teaching,
as well as the numbers of their undergraduates. But perhaps the
most striking feature of the time was the growth of new univer-
sities. We saw above (p. 321) how Birmingham university led
the way in 1900. In 1903 the three constituent colleges of the
Victoria university decided to part company and form a univer-
sity apiece; Manchester and Liverpool received charters in that
year, Leeds in 1904. Sheffield followed in 1905, and Bristol in
1909. In addition there were by 1914 outside London six
English institutions ranked as university colleges, viz. those at
Nottingham, Newcastle, Reading, Exeter, and Southampton,
with the Manchester School of Technology. Add the continued
growth of the three colleges forming the university of Wales, and

